
 

 

                  

 

Comenius 2010/2011                                                                                    Newsletter 4 

LIVING BY THE SEA 
Welcome to the fourth newsletter of the Comenius project 

ά[ƛǾƛƴƎ ōȅ ǘƘŜ ǎŜŀέΦ hǳǊ ƎǊƻǳǇ Ŏƻƴǎƛǎǘǎ ƻŦ ŜƛƎƘǘ ǎŎƘƻƻƭǎ ŦǊƻƳ 

Denmark, France, Guadeloupe, Iceland, Ireland, Latvia, Greece 

and Portugal. This project will be developed between 

September 2009 and July 2011. 

(winning logo in the Greek school) 

 

Comenius teachers visit the 2 nd  Primary  

School of Kalymnos -Greece  

 

Tuesday, 19th October 2010 

After a stressful Monday night because of the inability of the Irish and Portuguese to reach 

Kalymnos due to very rough weather conditions, all of the participants managed to reach their 

destination. So everybody came except for the friends from Guadeloupe ǿƘƻ ŎƻǳƭŘƴΩǘ ƳŀƪŜ ƛǘ 

at all. After all friends were accommodated at the hotel some had lunch at one of the seafront, 

seafood taverns. We had a nice time catching up with our latest news and getting to know the 

rest of the new Comenius friends. Later in the evening we all gathered at a pub right across 

the hotel where we enjoyed socializing and giving our Portuguese friend Annabella a mini 

surprise birthday party! 



 

Wednesday, 20th October 2010 

 

 

!ǘ ƴƛƴŜ ƻΩŎƭƻŎƪ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ƳƻǊƴƛƴƎ ǿŜ ƭŜŦǘ ǘƘŜ ƘƻǘŜƭ ŀƴŘ ƘŀƭŦ ŀƴ hour later we were at our host school. After 

ǘƘŜ ǇǊƛƴŎƛǇŀƭΩǎ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ǇŀǊŜƴǘǎΩ ŀǎǎƻŎƛŀǘƛƻƴ ǿŀǊƳ ǿŜƭŎƻƳŜΣ ǿŜ ŜȄŎƘŀƴƎŜŘ ƻǳǊ ǎȅƳōƻƭƛŎ ƎƛŦǘǎ ŀƴŘ ƘŀŘ ŀ 

coffee break to taste handmade delicacies. After this short break, the students gave us a tour around 

their school.  When the tour was over some of the Comenius friends gave a short interview to the local 

TV reporter and we left for a visit to the Archaeological Museum. When the tour of the museum was 

over, it was almost noon so we went on to have lunch. Then we returned to our hotel to get some rest. 

The free afternoon gave us the chance to roam around local shops and freshen up for our dinner at an 

Italian restaurant where we had a huge dinner! 

  

 

Thursday, 21st October 2010 

The day began with our gathering at the school library to go on with the Comenius meeting, 

while the guest students were doing arts and crafts with the students of the 6th grade. After a 

ŘŜƭƛŎƛƻǳǎ ŎƻŦŦŜŜ ōǊŜŀƪ ŎƻǳǊǘŜǎȅ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǇŀǊŜƴǘǎΩ ŀǎǎƻŎƛŀǘƛƻƴΣ ǘƘŜ ƎǳŜǎǘǎ ǿŀǘŎƘŜŘ ǘƘŜ ǇƻǿŜǊ 

point presentations the students had prepared for each of the participating countries. The 

students had the chance to ask any questions they had about the countries they had worked 

on. What followed was a quite long, but very interesting visit to a local sponge warehouse 

where we learned a lot about the history, nature and fishing of natural sponges. What 

followed was a hearty lunch at a seaside tavern near the school. 

    



After returning to Plaza hotel for a quick rest, all of us gathered at the reception hall of the 

hotel. The reason was to enjoy an unforgettable socializing amidst eating the specialties and 

ŘŜƭƛŎŀŎƛŜǎ ǘƘŜ ǇŀǊŜƴǘǎΩ ŀǎǎƻŎƛŀǘƛƻƴ ƘŀŘ ǇǊŜǇŀǊŜŘ ŦƻǊ ŀƭƭ ƻŦ ǳǎΦ !ƭƭ ǘƘŀǘ ǿŀǎ ƎƻƛƴƎ ƻƴ ǿƘƛƭŜ 

listening to folk Greek music only to end up dancing traditional Greek and Kalymnian folk 

dances. 

 

 

Friday, 22nd October 2010 

Our day began with the Comenius meeting where we discussed further about the project 

while the Latvian students mingled with the Greek ones so as to teach each other dances from 

their countries. [ŀǘŜǊ ǿŜ ǿŜǊŜ ŘǊƛǾŜƴ ǘƻ ά¢ƘŜ YŀƭȅƳƴƛŀƴ IƻǳǎŜέ ƳǳǎŜǳƳ ǿƘŜǊŜ ǿŜ ƘŀŘ ŀ 

detailed tour into the customs and the Kalymnian way of life in the past.  

 

The next stop was at the monastery of Saint Savvas (a local saint) overlooking the port of 

Kalymnos. We marveled the murals of the church and were given details about the religious 

feeling of the Kalymnians. After a short walk, we were transported to Vlyhadia beach where 

we visited the local maritime museum, watched an interesting demonstration with a 

άǎƪŀŦŀƴŘǊƻέόǘǊaditional diving apparatus) by a professional diver and had lunch. After a couple 

ƻŦ ƘƻǳǊǎ ƻŦ ǊŜǎǘ ǘƘŜ άƎŀƴƎέ ǿŀǎ ǘǊŀƴǎǇƻǊǘŜŘ Řƻǿƴ ǘƻ ǎŎƘƻƻƭ ǘƻ ǿŀǘŎƘ ǘƘŜ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘǎΩ ƳǳǎƛŎ ŀƴŘ 

dance show. 

 

 

Saturday, 23rd October 2010 

Saturday was the day of the departure for most of the delegations. The previous day we said 

goodbye to the Icelanders, the Portuguese, the Latvians and the Irish friends. We were left 

with the company of the French and the Danish. We spent the day driving around Kalymnos. 



More specifically, we first went to Vathi, a seaside village, where we visited the local shipyard 

and a byzantine chapel. Then the road led us to Emporios seaside village where we enjoyed a 

cup of coffee under the warm October sun. Then we drove to Myrties beach to have lunch. 

Next we made the crossing to Telendos, the island across to walk around the little island. 

The next day it was time for the French and the Danish to depart too. 

 

Thank you for coming to Kalymnos and making us have a special time! 

                     

               4th Project Meeting - Kalymnos Greece (19th -24th of October 2010) 

 

Comenius teachers and 

students õ visit the 2 nd  Primary 

School of Kalymnos .  

 

The impression the visit to Kalymnos left on the French delegation 

The visit to Kalymnos was a very fulfilling experience!  I will remember the hearty welcome we got from 

teachers, pupils and parents. I truly felt the strong link existing in the school community, between all 

the people involved in the project aƴŘ ǎƻ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǎǳŎŎŜǎǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǇǊƻƧŜŎǘΦ L ǿƻǳƭŘ ǎŀȅ ǘƘŀǘ ŜǾŜǊȅƻƴŜΩǎ 

commitment has made it possible for the project to be rooted in the local life and so its impact is much 

stronger. 

The presence of parents was a personal revelation because it made me understand the part played by 

the school in the community and see a new way of functioning at school, with closer relationships. The 

evening party they offered was a real delight. What a pleasure to discover the local traditions! The food 

was pure bliss and dancing a very memorable moment! 


